High field imaging of the normal pancreas.
Fifty MR scans conducted at 1.5 T were evaluated to assess how well the pancreas could be identified. A total of 128 sets of images were reviewed. The pancreatic head was identified in 81%, 82% and 74% of scans with T1, intermediate and T2-weighting, respectively. The body was identified in 100%, 96% and 70% and tail in 96%, 87% and 54% on those respective sequences. Relative contrast was calculated between pancreas and: liver, spleen, muscle, fat, stomach and small bowel. The variability seen in contrast compared to stomach and small bowel suggests that consistent MR visualization of the pancreas will probably necessitate the use of an oral contrast agent.